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Evolution of the Consortium

• August 2019: ASU/AYS host Data Science for Public Service 
Summit; half of top 30 NASPAA schools have courses or 
degrees

• October 2019: NASPAA conference has 15 
sessions/meetings devoted to data science/civic technology

• January 2020: ASU/AYS share Coding in R course

• The pandemic. . .

• October 2021: ASU/AYS receive PIT-UN Challenge Grant for 
2022

• August 2022: ASU/AYS host Data Science for Public Service 
Symposium; all of top 30 NASPAA schools have courses or 
degrees



Guiding Questions

• What is unique about data science in the 
public sector? 

• What are working assumptions regarding the 
student body and career paths distinct to 
public sector? 

• How should these needs inform curriculum for 
schools of public affairs?



A case for data science in public affairs. . .

Enhanced social impact through:

Better targeting

Actionable information

Democratized knowledge creation

Inclusive innovation



Compliments and Tensions

Data Science Themes

• Open Source
• Transparency
• Efficient / Profitable
• Big data
• Prediction / Automation (machine 

learning / AI)
• Model consumers
• Business analytics (people and orgs 

as units of analysis)

Public Affairs Themes

• Open Data (public goods)
• Privacy
• Accessible / Equitable
• Administrative / Survey data
• Monitoring and Evaluation
• Model citizens
• Community analytics 

(neighborhoods and populations as 
units of analysis)











The case for a 
consortium

• Schools of public affairs are not 
competing with each other

• Many small programs = low 
capacity

• First movers/high-capacity 
programs are less accessible 

• Data science requires an agile 
curriculum



Consortium Goals

Identify
Faculty to share 
courses

Build
Open educational 
resources in GitHub

Share
Mentor new faculty to 
teach courses

Cross-registration


